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Brussels, 4 July 2002

����SHVWLFLGHV�WR�EH�ZLWKGUDZQ�LQ�-XO\�����

6RPH�����VXEVWDQFHV�XVHG� LQ�SODQW�SURWHFWLRQ�SURGXFWV��333V��±� LQFOXGLQJ
LQVHFWLFLGHV�� IXQJLFLGHV� DQG� KHUELFLGHV� ±� DUH� WR� EH� ZLWKGUDZQ� IURP� WKH
PDUNHW� LQ������DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�(XURSHDQ�&RPPLVVLRQ¶V�QHZ�DSSURDFK�WR�WKH
HYDOXDWLRQ�RI� DFWLYH�VXEVWDQFHV� LQ�SODQW�SURWHFWLRQ�SURGXFWV�� � 7KLV� DLPV� WR
LPSURYH�VDIHJXDUGV�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�DOO�VXFK�SURGXFWV�LQ�XVH�DUH�VDIH�IRU�WKH
HQYLURQPHQW� DQG� KXPDQ� KHDOWK�� 8VHUV�� ZKROHVDOHUV� DQG� UHWDLOHUV� RI� SODQW
SURWHFWLRQ�SURGXFWV�ZLOO�QHHG�WR�EH�DZDUH�RI�ZKHWKHU�WKH�SURGXFWV�WKH\�XVH
RU�VHOO�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�ZLWKGUDZQ��VR�DV�WR�SUHYHQW�WKHP�EHLQJ�OHIW�ZLWK�VWRFNV
RI� XQXVDEOH� PDWHULDO�� � 7KRVH� FRQFHUQHG� VKRXOG� FRQWDFW� WKHLU� QDWLRQDO
DXWKRULW\�WR�FKHFN�WKH�DXWKRULVDWLRQ�VWDWXV�IRU�DQ\�SDUWLFXODU�SURGXFW�

The current approach requires manufacturers to “defend” plant protection products
i.e. prove that their products reach the required safety standards.  Most of the
products to be withdrawn will be as a result of manufacturers declining to defend
their products for economic reasons following notification procedures set up by the
Commission in 2000-2001. Where substances are to be defended, the
manufacturers must submit complete data packages to the designated authorities in
the Member States and to the European Food Safety Authority by May 2003.
Defended substances may continue to be authorised until such time as a decision is
taken as regards the safety status of the product in question.

A few temporary derogations will apply in some Member States for some “essential
uses” – this is for products that are not defended by the manufacturer, but for which
there is no readily available alternative for the crops in question and no concerns
linked to their restricted and time-limited use.

The loss of these 320 substances is not the end of the story. Up to 150 substances
could also be withdrawn in July 2003 under a second notification call that the
Commission expects to adopt shortly for another 200 substances. It is expected that
industry will decide not to defend up to 150 of these substances and the Commission
will decide on their fate early in 2003.

Considering the 20 already withdrawn, the 320 about to go and the 150 that may
follow, this will represent a loss in 2003 of more than 60% of all the substances that
were on the market in 1993. The Commission aims to have taken decisions on all
defended substances before the end of 2008 thus completing the harmonisation of
active substances allowed in pesticides in the EU.
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Directive 91/414 on the authorisation, use and control of plant protection products -
insecticides, fungicides, herbicides etc. - was adopted in 1991. It sets up a
harmonised authorisation system for the active substances used in plant protection
products at EU level. Member States may then approve products containing such EU
agreed substances for use on their territory.
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The 1991 rules make EU authorisations of active substances subject to a positive
outcome of safety evaluations, for which producers must present data.

At the time of adoption of Council Directive 414/91 in 1991, there were over 800
such substances authorised for use in the Member States.

The Commission highlights that there are measures already in place to ensure that
the active substances currently in use are monitored with a view to identifying levels
in excess of the maximum residue limits (MRLs). This allows Member States to take
the necessary corrective action to ensure the safe use of the plant protection
products implicated and thus to ensure that there is no risk to health.


